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PoTwfl 

To prevent Fate a PeafantJ washeldj 
Till my faire fhape all other Swaines excel**, 

And gave the doubtfull world affurance good, 
z our Paris was deriv'd from rovall blood. 

Amid the I dean Fields there is a place, 

Kemoce, full of high trees, which hide the face. 

Of the greene mantled Earth, wherein thicke ro W e« 
The Oake, the Elme, the Pine, the Pitch-tree grower 
Here never yet did browse the wanton Ewe & 

Nor from this plot the flow Oxe licke the dew- 
The : lavage Goate that feeds among the Rocke/ 

Hath not graz’d here, nor any of their Flockes. 

Hence the Oirdanian walls I might e/pie. 

The lofty Towers of Ijlium reared hiei 
Hence I the feas might from the firme land fee, 
Wnich to behold, I leant me to a Tree ; 

Beleeve me, for I fpeake but what is true, 

Downe from the skirt with feathered pynions flew> 
The Nephew togreat Aths, and doth ftand. 

With golden Cadusexs in his hand: 

This as the gods to me thought good to {how, 

1 hold it good that you - the fame Yhould know. 

Three Goddcffes behind young Hermes move. 

Great Iuno y Vadas y and the Qaeene of Love > 

Who as in pompc and pride of gate they pajflTe, 

Scarfe with their weight they bend the toppes of graffc: 
Amaz d I ftart, and endlong (lands my ha ire. 

When Mayu$ Sonne thus fa yes, abandon fearei 
Thou courteous Swaine, that to thefe groves repaired. 
And freely judge which of thfe three is faireft: 
Andleaft I fhould thefe curious fentence lliun. 

He tels me by loves fentence all is done. 



Poems, 

And to be ludge I no way can e feline,' 

This having laid, up through the Ayre he flew * 

I ftraight tooke Heart a-grace, and grew more hold 1 
And there their beauties one by one behold. 

Why am I made the ludge to give this doome f 
Methinkcs all three are worthy to o’re-come : 

Toinjure two fuch Beauties, what tongue dare ? 
Orpreferre one where they he all fc faire. 

Now this feemes faireft, now againe that other. 

Now would I fpeake, and now my thoughts I Another 
And yet at leangth the praife of one moft founded 
And from that one my preient Love is grounded 1 
The Goddcffes out of their earneft care J 

And pride of beautie to beheld moft faire 
Stekewith large Armes, and gifts of wondrous price 1 
To their owne thoughts my cenfure to enrice • ^ * 

;«o the wife of rove doth firft inchant me 
To judge her faireft, (he a Crowne will grant me. 

Tfc her Daughter, next doth undertake me, 

Gn-e her At, prize, and valiant (he will make me. 

I (Iraight devife which can moft pleafure bring, 
fobe a valiant Souldjer, or a King • 

fmiling came with fuch a grace, 

As it the ivvayedan Empire in her face. 

«t not (faid (he) thefe gifts the conqueft beare, ' 
Combats and Ktngdomes are both fraught with fears ' 

th.ll i ! •• Samtthat doth on ear 'h remaine 1 
all be thine own?, make thou the Conqueft mine; 

faireft Daughter (hall be thine 
This faid, when with my felfe I had devifed, 
her rich g, f t and beauty jointly prifed; 


